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IIHDS is celebrating the second anniversary of this newsletter.HDS is celebrating the second anniversary of this newsletter.
We are glad to have you as a loyal subscriber!We are glad to have you as a loyal subscriber!

On this occasion, we invite you to revisit the momentous journey of IHDS by
recapitulating some of its unique features, lived experiences and key
outcomes. Join us as we venture once again into the exciting universe
unravelled by the IHDS community and its diverse and extensive data sets. 

About IHDSAbout IHDS
The India Human Development Survey (IHDS) is a nationally representative, multi-topic
survey of 41,554 households in 1503 villages and 971 urban neighbourhoods across India.
The first round of interviews was completed in 2004-05; and the second round in 2011-12

re-interviewed most of these households (N=42, 152).

IHDS has been jointly organised by researchers from the University of Maryland and the
National Council of Applied Economic Research (NCAER), New Delhi. Funding for the

second round of this survey is provided by the National Institutes of Health, grants

http://www.umd.edu


R01HD041455 and R01HD061048. Additional funding is provided by The Ford
Foundation, IDRC and DFID.

The goal of IHDS has been to document changes in the daily lives of Indian households in
a society undergoing rapid transition by studying the way they live, work, educate their

children, care for their aged parents, and deal with ill-health. In the process, we have
created a high-quality database that has constantly fuelled informed and unbiased debate

on policy-relevant issues in India.

IHDS data are freely
downloadable from the

website of
Interuniversity
Consortium for

Political and Social
Research (ICPSR)

located at the
University of Michigan
and are being used by

over 7000 users
worldwide.

https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/DSDR/studies/36151


Some Key Findings of IHDS

Crime victimisation rates: First all-India victimisation rates.
Household Amenities: Piped water, LPG for cooking, and electricity depend on
household and state income levels.
Household Assets: Distribution of household assets. District-wise variation across
India.
Marriage patterns: Most spouses first meet on the wedding day. Arranged
marriages vary widely across India.
Renting in vs. renting out land: Renting in land more common in agriculturally
backward regions.
Rural/urban income: Rural - urban income differences largest at the bottom.
Rural non-agricultural incomes: Rural higher income households more often have
both non-agricultural and agricultural income. Rural households with both non-
agricultural and agricultural incomes tend to be in poorer states.
Salaries: Public sector salary advantage is largest for least educated.
Wage rates: Earnings returns to education are greater for secondary school and
beyond.
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