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With over 3,00,000 infected individuals worldwide, all countries are struggling
to cope with the novel Coronavirus, now dubbed as COVID-19. Received
wisdom focuses on three aspects of slowing the spread of the virus and
saving lives: (1) Test, diagnose and isolate infected cases; (2) Prevent
exposure to the virus through increasing social distance; and, (3) Reduce
infection by frequent handwashing. As India grapples with the challenge of
implementing these strategies, what can data from IHDS contribute?  
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About IHDS

The India Human Development Survey (IHDS) is a nationally representative, multi-topic
survey of 41,554 households in 1503 villages and 971 urban neighbourhoods across India.
The first round of interviews was completed in 2004-05; data are publicly available through
ICPSR. A second round of IHDS re-interviewed most of these households in 2011-12
(N=42,152) and data for the same can be found here.

IHDS has been jointly organised by researchers from the University of Maryland and the
National Council of Applied Economic Research (NCAER), New Delhi. Funding for the second
round of this survey is provided by the National Institutes of Health, grants R01HD041455
and R01HD061048. Additional funding is provided by The Ford Foundation, IDRC and DFID.
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