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In this issue...
 
As we approach the end of another eventful year, it is time to yet again reflect on the
notable social and economic developments in India documented by the India Human
Development Survey (IHDS) through its wide spectrum of education, health, economy,
family, and gender modules for both urban and rural samples across the country. In its
final edition of 2018, the IHDS newsletter focuses on two of the key themes that engaged
researchers during the year—how caste-based discrimination also affects Indian
farmers’ access to credit (among other things), and what factors determine enrolment in
higher education in a middle-income country like India. 

In their paper examining caste-based differences in farmers’ access to bank loans in rural India,
Sunil Mitra Kumar and Ragupathy Venkatachalam use IHDS data to investigate whether
banks practise taste-based caste discrimination. While they do find the persistence of taste-based
discrimination, they note that this discrimination does not affect small farmers.

 
The second paper by Alan Sánchez and Abhijeet Singh studies the factors affecting enrolment
in higher education in three middle-income countries, viz., India, Peru and Vietnam, using unique
individual-level panel data from Young Lives Survey on a cohort of individuals in the age group of
8–19 years. They record several key findings pertaining to access to education based on wealth,
aspirations, parental education and gender, among other variables. IHDS data are used to provide
educational context in interpreting these results.

Media Mentions

Recent publications using IHDS

Research Findings Based on IHDS Data

Caste and Credit: A Woeful Tale?
Sunil Mitra Kumar and Ragupathy Venkatachalam

This paper examines caste-based differences in farmers’ access to bank loans in rural India. Using data
from the India Human Development Survey (IHDS), the authors investigate whether banks practise taste-
based discrimination on the basis of caste. In order to identify potential discrimination, they consider
loan applications and approval decisions separately. They find significant inter-caste differences in
application rates, and evidence of discrimination against Scheduled Tribe borrowers at the approval stage.
To rule out the role of statistical discrimination, the authors simulate unobserved credit histories with
various distributions. Evidence for taste-based discrimination persists despite accounting for
unobservables. However, the paper shows that this discrimination does not affect small farmers.

http://www.umd.edu


Working Paper Version Link Here Published Version Link Here

Sunil Mitra Kumar is Lecturer in Economics at the India Institute and
Department for International Development, King's College London. He
researches economic development through the micro-econometric analysis
of survey data, and is also interested in theoretical enquiries into notions of
causation and the role of randomised experiments. He received his PhD in
Economics from the University of East Anglia, MA in Economics from the
Delhi School of Economics, and BA in Mathematics from St Stephen’s
College, Delhi University, India. Before embarking on his PhD, he worked
for the Social Initiatives Group of ICICI Bank, and also taught courses on
impact evaluation at the University of East Anglia. 

Ragupathy Venkatachalam is a Lecturer in Economics at the Institute of
Management Studies, Goldsmiths, University of London. He has previously
taught Economics at the Centre for Development Studies, Thiruvananthapuram,
India, and worked as a Research Fellow at the Artificial Intelligence Economics
Research Center at the National Chengchi University, Taiwan. His broad
research areas include computable economics, behavioural economics and
issues related to development. He serves as the Associate Editor of Economia
Politica (Journal of Analytical and Institutional Economics). He holds a PhD in
Economics from the University of Trento, Italy, and Masters in Law and
Economics from the University of Hamburg, University of Bologna and
Université Paul Cézanne Aix-Marseille III. He also has an MSc in Economics

from the Madras School of Economics, Chennai, India, and BA in Economics from Shri Ram College of
Commerce, University of Delhi, India. 

Accessing higher education in
developing countries: Panel data analysis
from India, Peru, and Vietnam
Alan Sánchez and Abhijeet Singh

The authors use unique individual-level panel data from India (covering the states of Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana), Peru, and Vietnam on a cohort of individuals surveyed in the age group of 8–19 years to study
the factors affecting enrolment in higher education in these middle-income countries. They document that
(a) similar to nationally representative data, such as from the India Human Development Survey (IHDS),
the proportion having accessed higher education at this age is high (~35–45 per cent); (b) there are steep
gradients in higher education access across wealth and parental education; (c) a substantial part of the
gradient with regard to parental education is explained by parental and child aspirations for education, at
12 years of age, and previous measures of learning; (d) in contrast, wealth gradients decline much less
with the inclusion of these variables, indicating that the correlation between household economic
circumstances and higher education access is only partly due to differences in early childhood human
capital formation; and (e) there are important differences in terms of gender in access to levels of higher
education (favouring boys in India and girls in Vietnam), and in the association of various household and
individual characteristics and parental and child aspirations with enrolment in higher education by 19
years of age. 

Full Paper Here

https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Sunil_Kumar602/publication/317661400_Caste_and_Credit_A_Woeful_Tale/links/5947a0734585152be361cb37/Caste-and-Credit-A-Woeful-Tale.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00220388.2018.1425397?casa_token=8h7THqfjCrYAAAAA:Ns78pc2IeFa_hhlPdIuMNOscEQwG0XDc6Owl2-wIC3DdQRKcoYteiZ0D2jQo193Fc2Wz7j9DXw
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0305750X18301347?via%3Dihub


Alan Sánchez is an applied development economist based in Lima, Peru. He is
Senior Researcher at Group for the Analysis of Development (GRADE), Principal
Investigator at Young Lives Peru, and Academic Visitor at the Oxford
Department of International Development. He is also a part-time lecturer in
Economics at Universidad de Piura. His published work focuses on analysing
the determinants and impacts of human capital from early life throughout
childhood, adolescence, and early adulthood in the context of developing
countries. He holds a DPhil in Economics and an MSc in Economics for
Development from the University of Oxford.

Abhijeet Singh is an Assistant Professor of Economics at the Stockholm
School of Economics. He has earlier been a Post-doctoral Research Associate
at the University College London, and Senior Economist at the National Bureau
of Statistics, Government of South Sudan. His research focuses on topics
relating to the economics of education, child nutrition and public service delivery
in developing countries. He is additionally affiliated with the CESifo Economics
of Education Research Network in Munich, Nuffield College and the Young
Lives study, (Oxford). He holds a DPhil in Economics and an MSc in Economics
for Development from the University of Oxford, and a B.A. in Economics from
Hindu College, Delhi University.
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About IHDS

The India Human Development Survey (IHDS) is a nationally representative, multi-topic survey of 41,554
households in 1503 villages and 971 urban neighbourhoods across India. The first round of interviews

was completed in 2004-05; data are publicly available through ICPSR. A second round of IHDS re-
interviewed most of these households in 2011-12 (N=42,152) and data for the same can be found here.

IHDS has been jointly organised by researchers from the University of Maryland and the National Council
of Applied Economic Research (NCAER), New Delhi. Funding for the second round of this survey is
provided by the National Institutes of Health, grants R01HD041455 and R01HD061048. Additional

funding is provided by The Ford Foundation, IDRC and DFID.
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