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In this issue...

e “Village Transportation Infrastructure and Women’sNon-agricultural Employment in India”,
Paper by Lei Lei, Sonalde Desai and Reeve Vanneman examines thespill-over effect of road
construction on non-farm work.

e “Dominant or Backward? Political Economy of Demandfor Quotas by Jats, Patels and
Marathas”: Ashwini Deshpande and RajeshRamachandran analyse the legitimacy of these
claims.

e Media Mentions

A closer look...

Does Economic Development Empower Women? Village Transportation
Infrastructure and Women's Non-agricultural Employment in India

By Lei Lei, Sonalde Desai and Reeve Vanneman

Low female labor force participationrate in India, particularly in non-farm employment, has been well
recognized.However, whether this is due to supply or demand factors is not clear. Thispaper argues that
when employment opportunities expand due to improvements inroad conditions and transportation
network, it leads to increase in non-farmwork. Using longitudinal data from the India Human Development
Survey (IHDS)collected in 2005 and 2012, respectively, this paper examines the effect ofvillage-level
transportation conditions on the participation of rural women andmen in non-agricultural work. Person
fixed-effect logit models show thatgaining access by paved or unpaved roads and increased frequency of
busservices lead to higher participation in non-agricultural work for both womenand men. However, the
rate of increase in non-farm work for women depends ongender norms in the community. In areas where
cultural norms restrict women’sphysical mobility, the improvement in transportation systems has a lower
impactthan in areas with greater autonomy for women.



http://www.umd.edu
http://bit.ly/2hp0LmW

Effect of Road Access on Women's and Men's Non-farm
Employment, by Different Community Gender Context
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Full paper here

Lei Leiis a post-doctoralresearch fellow at the Maryland Population Research
Center. She received aPh.D. in sociology and a MS in Biostatistics from the
University at Albany-SUNYin 2016. Dr. Lei is a social demographer, whose
work lies in the areas of family,gender, health, child development, community
effect, and migration. She hasstudied the changes in family behaviors in China,
India and the U.S. as aresult of social, economic, and demographic transitions.
Her recent workexamined the impact of community environment on children’s
health andeducational outcomes.

User Paper

Dominant or Backward? Political Economy of Demand forQuotas by
Jats, Patels and Marathas

By Ashwini Deshpande and Rajesh Ramachandran

Using data from the IHDS, this paper examinesthe demands of Jats (Haryana), Patels (Gujarat), and
Marathas (Maharashtra) tobe classified as Other Backward Classes to access reservations. Compared to
themajor caste groups (Brahmins, other forward castes, existing OBCs, and ScheduledCastes and
Scheduled Tribes) in their respective states, based on severalsocio-economic factors, they are closer to
dominant than disadvantaged groups.Their claim to backwardness is empirically unjustified. The paper
examines the materialbasis of their anxieties in the context of structural changes in the Indianagricultural
economy. It investigates networks and political connections that explaintheir success in mobilizing large
numbers in support of their demands.


https://ihds.umd.edu/sites/ihds.umd.edu/files/publications/papers/Lei Village Infrastructure and Women%27s Work.pdf

Comparison of Groups on per Capita Consumption Expenditure
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Panel C - Comparing Palels to the Other
Social Groups in Gujarat
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The circles represent the mean difference and the bars show the 95 percent confidence intzrvals
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Recent Publications and Media Articles Using IHDS

e Aleksandrowicz,L., M. Tak, R. Green, S. Kinra and A. Haines. (2017). “Comparison of Food
Consumption in Indian Adults betweenNational and Sub-national Dietary Data Sources”. British
Journal of Nutrition. pp. 1-7. Link

e Bharadwaj, Ananthi Shankar. (2017). “Private Participation in India's WaterSector: Impact on
Water Access and Service Quality Indicators”. A Master’'sThesis in Public Policy at the
Georgetown University. Accessed online May 17,2017. Link

e ChristophedJaffrelot & KalaiyarasanA. (2017). "Quotals the Wrong Answer". The Indian
Express, May 3. Link.


http://www.epw.in/journal/2017/19/special-articles/dominant-or-backward.html?0=ip_login_no_cache%3D5c6e32f16bba9addc5e8f8c889fe405a
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e Corno, L.,N. Hildebrandt and A. Voena (2017). “Child Marriage, Weather Shocks, and
theDirection of Marriage Payments”. Accessed online May 4, 2017. Link

e Holla, Chinmaya U. (2017). “Welfare Implications of Regional Partiesand National Parties in India:
A Comparative Analysis”. AMaster’s Thesis in Public Policy at the Georgetown University.
Accessed onlineMay 17, 2017. Link

e Thampi,Anjana. (2017). “The Impact of the Public Distribution System in India”./ndianJournal of
Human Development. May.Link.

About IHDS

Thelndia Human Development Survey (IHDS) is a nationally representative,multi-topic survey of 41,554
households in 1503 villages and 971 urbanneighbourhoods across India. The first round of interviews
was completed in2004-05; data are publicly available through ICPSR. A second round of IHDSre-
interviewed most of these households in 2011-12 (N=42,152) and data for thesame can be found here.

IHDS has been jointly organised by researchers from the University of Maryland and the National Council
of Applied Economic Research (NCAER), New Delhi. Funding for the second round of this survey is
provided by the National Institutes of Health, grants RO01HD041455 and RO1HD061048. Additional
funding is provided by The Ford Foundation, IDRC and DFID.
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Sonalde Desai Reeve Vanneman Amaresh Dubey
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Contact Us:

Website: http://ihds.umd.edu
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