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Welcome to the India Human Development Survey Forum - a monthly
update of socio-economic developments in India by the IHDS research

team.   

In this issue...

Thorat et al's working paper on poverty

Sonalde Desai's most recent editorial in The Hindu - new graphics!

IHDS Finds....

Dalits and Adivasis are less likely to move out of poverty and more likely
to fall into poverty.

The study examines the dynamic nature of
movements into and out of poverty over a
period when poverty has fallen substantially
in India. 

Using IHDS panel data  for 2004-05 and
2011-12, Thorat, Vanneman, Desai and
Dubey find that the risks of marginalised



communities such as Dalits and Adivasis
falling into or remaining in poverty were
higher than concomitant risks for more
privileged groups. Some, but not all of
these higher risks are explained by the
educational, financial, and social
disadvantages faced by these groups in
2005.

Results from a logistic regression show
that the factors which help people escape
poverty differ from those that push people
into it and that the strength of their effects
varies.
 Amit Thorat is an Assistant Professor at

Jawaharlal Nehru University in New Delhi,
India.  Dr. Thorat formerly worked at NCAER on
the IHDS Project from 2010 to 2015.  Dr. Thorat
was the principal trainer for IHDS-II, spending
nearly a year in the field in 2011-2012.

Visit our website for full working paper.
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  Data Corner
IHDS-II Crop Files coming soon. 

IHDS plans to release new versions of IHDS-I and IHDS-II data in 2017 that have been further
cleaned and made easier to use. We will announce in the Forum and on our website when these
data are available.

http://econpapers.repec.org/paper/izaizadps/dp9893.htm


Both Pakistan and India have experienced considerable decline in poverty. However, the ratio of
households seeing improvement in economic status to those seeing decline is 4:1 in India and 1:2 in
Pakistan.  Each subsequent annual survey in Pakistan consistently reports negative sentiment
dominating while both IHDS-I and IHDS-II show predominance of positive sentiment.

How do we explain this discrepancy? See Sonalde Desai's November 9th article in The Hindu "The
Politics of Perceptions."

About IHDS

 The IndiaHuman Development Survey (IHDS) is a
nationally representative, multi-topicsurvey of

IHDS has been jointly organised byresearchers
from the University of Maryland and the National

http://bit.ly/2fDExsO


41,554 households in 1503 villages and 971 urban
neighbourhoodsacross India. The first round of
interviews was completed in 2004-05; data
arepublicly available through ICPSR. A second
round of IHDS re-interviewed mostof these
households in 2011-12 (N=42,152) and data for
the same can be foundhere.

Council ofApplied Economic Research (NCAER),
New Delhi. Funding for the second round ofthis
survey is provided by the National Institutes of
Health, grants R01HD041455and R01HD061048.
Additional funding is provided by The Ford
Foundation, IDRCand DFID.
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